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Lee Reich provides a valuable guide to uncommon fruits and berries, which add an

adventurous flavor to any garden. Though names like jujube, juneberry, maypop, and shipova

may seem exotic at first glance, these fruits offer ample rewards to the gardener willing to go

only slightly off the beaten path at local nurseries. Reliable even in the toughest garden

situations, cold-hardy, and pest- and disease-resistant, they are as enticing to the beginner as

to the advanced gardener. This expanded sequel to the author's celebrated Uncommon Fruits

Worthy of Attention offers new fruits, new varieties, and new photos and illustrations to entice

the reader into an exciting world of garden pleasure.

Book DescriptionThough names like jujube, juneberry, maypop, and shipova may seem exotic,

these fruits offer ample rewards to the gardener willing to go only slightly off the beaten path at

local nurseries. They are reliable even in the toughest garden situations, cold-hardy, and pest-

and disease-resistant. --This text refers to the hardcover edition.Review“Although this book is a

useful how-to, it also provides great armchair reading, for both the clarity of the prose and the

intriguing background provided for the selections. . . . provides us with a fascinating opportunity

to bridge the gap between the ordinary and the exotic, with the garden at the conjunction. . . .

great addition to the gardening bookshelf.” —Bloomsbury Review“Uncommon Fruits for Every

Garden brings forth visions of tempting fruits, enticing aromas and tastes. What gardener can

resist such thoughts?” —National Gardener “For those gardeners who, like me, are always

searching for something a bit out of the ordinary for both their gardens and their tummies, this

book is a gem.” —American Gardener “I learned plenty of new things. . . . Everything a reader

needs to know to choose the best cultivar and to grow these intriguing but uncommon fruits.” —

Christian Science Monitor“Serious about the ‘for every garden’ part of the title. This goes far

beyond basic botanical descriptions and hints on growing and utilization: Reich provides

abundant details on propagation, planting, fruit harvest and storage, as well as annotated lists

of cultivars.” —HortIdeas“If only I’d found Uncommon Fruits for Every Garden sooner!” —New

Life on a Homestead “Some gardening books inspire, others entertain, and some educate. Lee

Reich’s Uncommon Fruits does all three and then some.” —Greenscapes “There is a wealth of

gardening and botanical information packed into this compact book.” —Plant Science

Bulletin “A superb book to read on this subject.” —Harrisburg Patriot-News“Well-written and

easy to read.” —California Garden“Reich has an infectious, generous spirit about his field and

loads of practical advice for home gardeners.” —Westchester Journal News“Details two dozen

unusual bush, tree and vine fruits.” —Avant Gardener --This text refers to the hardcover

edition.About the AuthorDr. Lee Reich dove into gardening with one foot in academia as an

agricultural scientist with the USDA and Cornell University. He is an author, consultant,

speaker, and columnist for the Associated Press. His goal is to get more people to grow more

food sustainably and organically. --This text refers to the hardcover edition.Excerpt. ©

Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.It is said that if you order strawberries in a deluxe

Parisian restuarant, those strawberries will be very small and very expensive (but of course!),

but also very delicious. Such fruits are not scaled-down or poorly grown versions of common,

cultivated strawberries, but different species of near wild strawberries: the alpine strawberry or

the musk strawberry.Alpine and musk strawberry fruits are expensive not because they are

hard to grow, but because the plants are not very productive. This should not preclude growing



them in the backyard garden, where flavor is as important as productivity. Fruits of the alpine

strawberry have an intense, wild strawberry flavor. The flavor of the musk strawberry tastes like

a mixture of strawberry, raspberry, and pineapple. Delicious!For centuries, Europeans planted

both species in gardens and harvested them from the wild. Cultivation of alpine and musk

strawberries abated two and a half centuries ago with the development of the "modern"

strawberry, which is a large-fruited and prolific hybrid of two American species. --This text

refers to the hardcover edition.Review“Although this book is a useful how-to, it also provides

great armchair reading, for both the clarity of the prose and the intriguing background provided

for the selections. . . . provides us with a fascinating opportunity to bridge the gap between the

ordinary and the exotic, with the garden at the conjunction. . . . great addition to the gardening

bookshelf.” —Bloomsbury Review“Uncommon Fruits for Every Garden brings forth visions of

tempting fruits, enticing aromas and tastes. What gardener can resist such thoughts?” —

National Gardener “For those gardeners who, like me, are always searching for something a bit

out of the ordinary for both their gardens and their tummies, this book is a gem.” —American

Gardener “I learned plenty of new things. . . . Everything a reader needs to know to choose the

best cultivar and to grow these intriguing but uncommon fruits.” —Christian Science

Monitor“Serious about the ‘for every garden’ part of the title. This goes far beyond basic

botanical descriptions and hints on growing and utilization: Reich provides abundant details on

propagation, planting, fruit harvest and storage, as well as annotated lists of cultivars.” —

HortIdeas“If only I’d found Uncommon Fruits for Every Garden sooner!” —New Life on a

Homestead “Some gardening books inspire, others entertain, and some educate. Lee

Reich’s Uncommon Fruits does all three and then some.” —Greenscapes “There is a wealth of

gardening and botanical information packed into this compact book.” —Plant Science

Bulletin “A superb book to read on this subject.” —Harrisburg Patriot-News“Well-written and

easy to read.” —California Garden“Reich has an infectious, generous spirit about his field and

loads of practical advice for home gardeners.” —Westchester Journal News“Details two dozen

unusual bush, tree and vine fruits.” —Avant Gardener --This text refers to an alternate

kindle_edition edition.Read more
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Sarah P., “This book is so cool. I can't even say it enough. This book is so cool. I can't even say

it enough. Every new chapter I found myself exclaming "Oooh! I want to grow that!!" It is a very

fun and interesting read for the gardener who has it all. It also contains enough practical advice

and information for an already experienced gardener to make informed purchasing decisions

and get started growing these unusual fruits.While it is very informative, this book is not an

exhaustive resource on any specific plant, so don't buy it if you don't expect to do further

research on the plants you choose to grow. I don't consider this a drawback, as no book can be

expected to exhaustively cover the cultivation of so many species, but that doesn't stop people

complaining.It's also probably not an ideal book for a beginning gardener, unless you are a

beginning gardener who know that you absolutely want a garden full of unusual fruit plants. You

probably want to look for something that covers more general gardening how-to's. This book

focuses on descriptions and cultivation of the 23 species of fruit plants, and won't help you

grow tomatoes.If you are an avid gardener or botanist, or just interested in plants or fruit, this is

a really fantastic read. It would also make a great gift for any plant-nerds in your life. There is a

lot of great information on plants that are really hard to find reliable resources about.”

K. Lincourt, “Good reference for unusual (and native) fruits. In order for me to want a book in

my library, it has to be a better reference than the web; and, for me, this book has proved its

worth. I would definitely recommend it to gardeners who are interested in unusual fruit (and/or

native fruit trees); particularly those living in the temperate US. I purchased this book because I

had a number of these plants already; and I thought it would be nice to have a single reference

to go to for my clove currants, amelanchier, persimmon, etc. There is also a lot of good

information about cultivars - which would be helpful in selecting plants.”

Silea, “A valuable resource for growing obscure fruits. After reading Mr. Reich's other book (

  

Landscaping With Fruit



  

  

), i got pretty excited about trying to grow a few of the plants it discussed. However, the 2-3

page description of each was only enough to get me interested, and not enough to guide the

actual selection and maintenance of the plants.To address that problem, i got this book. It

contains a subset of the fruits listed in the other book, ignoring the more common plants and

instead focusing on the ones for which a gardener might be hard-pressed to find reliable

information. (For example: even the edible plants expert at my local nursery had no idea

juneberries were edible.)Each chapter focuses on a specific plant, and provides a thorough

overview. Everything from the history to the plant, its growing habits, cultivation techniques, soil

and sun preferences, and so on are listed. For the more baffling fruits (pawpaw, medlar, etc)

there are even tips on how to get to the edible parts of the fruit. A center section has 50-odd

color pictures of the plants and the fruits.What keeps the book from being perfect is that Mr.

Reich has way too much information in some places, and way too little in others. In several of

the chapters, there's a protracted discussion of how breeders might want to try to modify the

plant to get better, hardier, or tastier fruits. I doubt many backyard gardeners have the sort of

time, energy, space, money, and resources to engage in a selective breeding program.

Likewise, i doubt anyone planning to engage in a selective breeding program needs a book as

general as this. In other chapters, Mr. Reich wastes hundreds of words saying what a few

sketches could have shown. The section on how to prune hardy kiwis was baffling, and though

it did contain three very simple sketches, they only added to the confusion by having very little

to do with the text. (If i'm lucky, his other book, 

  

The Pruning Book: Completely Revised and Updated

  

  

, will tell me what i need to know about pruning kiwis.)While it's easy to skip the sections

discussing potential future potential breeding directions, the verbal quagmire in other sections

leaves the reader certain that there's something dreadfully important buried within, if only they

could untangle the words.So, in all, if you want to try your hand at growing jujubes or beach

plums or several other esoteric fruits, you'll learn a lot from this book. Unfortunately, it may not

be the only book you need. And, as always, if you can, find a local knowledgeable person who

can save you the trouble of finding out the hard way if any of the diseases or pests mentioned



run rampant in your area.”

Devon, “Uncommonly Diffrent Garden Book. Mr Reich's book is a great source of inspiration to

those who want to do something different in the spaces that God has given them care over.

Did you even want a hedge that you can bake a pie from? Would you like to grow a Chinese

date in your side yard? Do you want to surprise your neighbors with fruits that they have never

heard of? This is the book for you. Buy a copy of this book today and replace that Bradford

Pear tree that blew down with a useful, beautiful fruit tree that will put a smile on everyone's

face.  You might also want to look into Lee's brand new book "Landscaping with Fruit"”

David R. Kent, “Almost great. Overall, I thought this book was excellent and contains great

information on the uncommon fruits. Specific pruning recommendations for each plant are

great because this info is hard to find elsewhere. I'm not giving this book 5 stars because the

start of each chapter does not list the zone and size of the described plants. If this information

was included, it would be much faster for me to determine which plants I could use without

having to scan the chapter or search online.”

NagonMom, “Good reference. I wanted to get a copy of this before it was impossible. It is a

good source of information about uncommon fruits, just what the title says.”

Sandy Gardener, “Interesting But Not Useful. UFFEG is well written and interesting. The

problem is that any fruit that has any potential for home use is well covered by most

conventional sources. Two examples in this book are persimmons and mulberries. They DO

belong in every garden, but they are not at all uncommon. Information about them is

widespread. The "uncommon" fruits in this book are uncommon for good reason: they just don't

cut it for 99% of gardens. Che is a good example. I have a che tree, and the fruit is OK, but

nothing to rave about or that prolific. Che just doesn't make the cut. Jujube is right in the

middle: some people might find it useful, but it just doesn't make the grade for me. There's a

ton of info on the web about jujube. Anyone considering buying UFFEG should check out the

CRFG website first.”

Judith E, “Five Stars. This is a really good read - arrived in good condition, now ages ago”

Hélène, “A must for Northern fruit growing. I keep this book on my desk because it makes me

dream of what I want in my garden in later years. When I first checked it out, I was thinking how

fabulous this book was and surely these fruits looks great and must grow really well in

California. And then I saw these fruits are hardy here, so up North! I always regarded fruit

growing as something unattainable, something they did way down south, with oranges,

bananas, peaches... Here, apples. And apples again. Strawberries if you're lucky. But this book

opened my mind not only on the fact that we have so much more then apples around here but

we have possibilities most of us don't know about simply because we don't find it in markets!

What a revelation!Since then, I got myself the first suggestion in the book, the Juneberry, a

great tree that can go as cold as a USDA Zone 3! The first year I planted it, I got 3 cups of

delicious berries. It's a success to say the least. I am already planning more introductions of

uncommon fruits based on this book and I also became an avid reader of Mr. Reich's blog, a

great reference on gardening.I can't recommend this book enough, if you felt desperate to have

fruits in your garden and live up North like me, this book is a must.”



Josee, “Uncommon it is!. Great info on rarely discussed fruits. Zones are not always easy to

find, but this is my only reserve. Excellent book for the gardener who likes to try uncommon

plants.”

The book by Lee Reich has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 58 people have provided feedback.
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